CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 

5 1. A lint filter for use in a clothing dryer, having an 

interior compartment that holds clothes to be dried, and 
having an exhaust, comprising: 

a micro-filter for collecting lint; 

an input air pathway for carrying air flow and lint 
from the dryer through the micro-filter, the 
exhaust located adjacent to the micro-filter, fully 
opposite from the input air pathway; 

a first air flow sensor located adjacent to the 
micro-filter and input air pathway, said first air 
flow sensor located within the input air pathway 
for determining the initial pattern of air flow 
through the input air pathway prior to entering the 
micro-filter; 

a second air flow sensor located adjacent to the 
micro-filter and adjacent to the exhaust, said 
25 second air flow sensor for determining air flow 

into the exhaust; and 
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a control unit in communication with the first and 
second air flow sensors for detecting changes in 
the air flow pattern between the first air flow 
sensor and the second air flow sensor for 
determining that the lint filter is restricting air 
flow therethrough. 

The filter of claim 1, wherein the control unit is in 
communication with an alarm, which the control unit 
triggers when the restricted air flow is determined, 
thereby signaling a build-up of lint. 



10 



